The Anderson Island Historical Society Board Meeting
Wednesday May 14, 2025, 

CALL TO ORDER 7:00
VERIFICATION OF QUORUM- verified
PRESENT - Rick Anderson, Todd Billett, Sally Buchanan, Jon Field, Serena Frank, Carol Paschal, Ed Stephenson, Lee Ann Whitaker
ADOPTION OF AGENDA - unanimous approval
APPROVAL OF LAST MONTH’S BOARD MEETING MINUTES -approved as modified

President’s Report – Bob Bedoll (Carol Acting)
· Treasurer and President search - no success 
· AIHS 50th Anniversary celebration - now set for August 3, afternoon at the farm. Free for members and their immediate household family. The menu is similar to Bob's President's barbecue. Discussion surrounded volunteers who are not members being invited. Although not a requirement, according to Serena (CBO), the event will be restricted to membership.
· Electrical Monitoring-per chart and report, the AB used 56%, Coop 1 used 12% and Coop 2 used 32%.
· Cell Tower- Verizon approached AIHS on possible tower installation on the SW Corner of the farm; price and appearance to be negotiated. Discussion: This could be a long-term financial benefit to AIHS, as well as to the island.
· Vehicle signs- are complete 

Vice President/Ways & Means – Carol Paschal.
· Gardens & Garden Market: Markets will start mid-June when produce is ready.
· Plant Sale- Successful. $3000 proceeds, plus some onion other sales.
· Insurance renewal- Fire Extinguishers have been changed. The deck outside the Lois Scholl Room still needs repair. The premium is due now. Estimate is within $50 of last year, $13,491. A few changes are included: The walk-in cooler, insulation and the heat pumps account for $28,650 to be added. The property premium is the same, $7,285.
Treasurer’s Report – Todd Billett
· Last month’s financials: As displayed and discussed. P/L shows $924.99 income. Expenses explained: Xerox is still charging for copies, despite that we now own a machine and pay for all supplies. Todd's action is to research that. The display expense of $989 is for the new permanent signs at the exhibits. April expense totals $2311.
· Balance sheet. $ (Todd, current balance?) 
Museum Store – Leslie Lamb, Virginia Cummings: 
Financials
Archives- Rick Anderson
· Archival Building Disaster Center is moving ahead. The current focus is providing emergency generator power to the well. A requirement for shutting down power for 30" has delayed completion. Required is a hookup in the pump house and in the generator.
· Hazel Heckman Project -Hazel's story of her parents, Blackjack Country, is mostly about growing up in Kansas; editing is a challenge due to many changes.
· Heritage Orchard-Antique apples are being sought on island. No report yet on the progress of developing apples grafted at Burnt Ridge Nursery earlier this year.  Discussion: Water availability is low; concern expressed about use of water for the heritage orchard. Rick believes the water and irrigation system will be sufficient. Carol emphasized need to ensure water.
· Archival Report- Rick is applying for the Humanities Washington Storytelling grant. The grant would allow Danny Marshall to present a potluck lecture and a visit to the island school. Steilacoom HS and the Steilacoom Historic Museum Association may join. Bob would film his presentation and produce a movie.  Danny Marshall, former chair of the Steilacoom Tribe, is scheduled for the September member lecture, "Stories of my People".
· Nisqually Tribe Canoe Team - Two years ago, the tribe stopped at the Anderson Beach for refreshments. The tribe is considering another such stop next year, with possible overnight camping.

Community Services and Events – Serena Frank
· Tanner meeting: First time in the AB, open house format
· Farm Day: Serena has everything organized and voiced concern about recruiting volunteers.
· Library program to produce a garden from a tote bag; gardeners will be invited to help.
· July 12 is a Teigen anniversary, plus a library program, Africa showcase. Serena and Jon believe the schedule is acceptable.
· New Program - May 30, Glenn Robb is starting a program, held in the AB, to provide discussion about current political issues. 

Public Information –Jon Field
· Sounder articles and posters are ongoing.
· Publicity -Noland Hoshino has completed two anniversary banners to be hung before Farm Day.
· The Reader Board is updated, And sandwich boards for Farm Day and the Salmon/Rib Bake. Hours for the Farm Day plant sale are inconsistent on public media. Jon needs precise event details.
· Membership: 192 Members for 2025 compared to 261 members for 2024.

Education –Lee Ann Whitaker
· Potluck programs- 
· 	April 26: Health Advocates will present plans for the future.
· 	September program: Danny Marshall
· 	October: Natalie Bates will host the Nisqually Land Trust
· Docent report: About five new docents have joined. Some are leaving, as well.
· A casual remark in Lee Ann's report reminded Sally of a meaningful story about Dick Throm and Tootsie rolls during his time in Korea. Sally will check with Ray Mohr to see if that is on his videos. Perhaps it can fit into one of our educational events.
Operations and Facilities – Jim Battishill (in Jim's absence, members provided the report)
· Orchard-Rain prevented the second spray. Dry weather is required, but before the blossoms, to protect the bees. The weather window did not support that second treatment.
· Coop 2 heat pump complete!
· Welcome sign- completion is expected next week. Tanner needs a date for mounting the sign, but hanging the hardware needs careful planning ahead of the date.
· Widening the garden sidewalk- completed before the first plant sale, very professionally. 
· Farmhouse display gates by Tim Brown are a “work of art. Nearly complete.
· The sawmill exhibit- Some research on the mill is complete. This will be a long project
· The garden market table is newly painted today.
· Water is on and working. 
· A recent occurrence in Coop 2 suggests we need to verify that functional keys for the Lois Scholl Room are available. Action item: Todd will identify or rekey the Lois Scholl Room within one month.
Archival Building Report - Ed Stephenson
· Mold concern- research established that mold is coming from the garden mulch. 
· Septic tank covers behind the AB need to be removed and inspected.
· Compost is ordered; Carol will talk to Tanner for mulch. 
Archival Building Status
Secretary’s Report: Sally Buchanan
· Spring Newsletter- was published
· Monthly Task List- Reviewed. The Keypad batteries will be removed from the task list as they evidently last past two years. Alerts will tell us when a change is needed.
· AED -Sally examined the unit and called the vendor customer service number. We need not expect a problem for four more years and the unit will alert us when needed. The expected life is five years.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:04
NEW BUSINESS AND MEMBER OPEN FORUM
Respectfully submitted by Sally Buchanan


