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Dea™ Ted:

ISLAND YEAR is a fine bock, in some ways even better
than ISLAND IN THE SOUND., It is not as human, o as vavied,
but it is mavvellously concTete and deals with an impoTtant
theme... It will become an impoTiant informal guide. Theve
ar’e mavvellous passages of desc™iption and anecdote, and
wise obsevvations, all set down in Hazel Heckman's distinctive
voice, and with clavity.

There a™e, howeve™, some things I-think Hazel may
want to change afte™ she has had an oppo™tuniiy to stand
back from the-woTk and look at it. In the first plesce,
theTe's the bEginnings Fo™ me the airplane device doesn't
wovk, and I think I bring a specizl sympabhy and knowledge
to the subject. I-was put off by the opening and it delayed
my Teading of the Test of the bsok. I've thought about the
problem a lot (It’s one of the Teasons I've been So long-in
getting this Teport to.you) and I-hope I see what went wrong.,
I believe that Hazel wvote the first pavt la-t,-afte™ bacoping
awave of the sub-theme of conservation which thTreads th ough
the book, I suspect she wTote the opene™ =28 a means of
explaining and justifying the anti—de%elopment passages.
Such an apoloria isn't necessary, o™ even helpful, It seems
to me bad a”™t =~ the only Teal flaw in the book.

I.suggest thet the book would be better if the opening
pages weTe a simple snd lyric statement of the Island condition:
wheve it is, what it looks like, physical details. Just as a
TepoTte™ shouldn't gssume his “eade™ knows who-the mayo™ o7
president-is, Hazel shouldn't assume all Teade™s of YBAR had
Tead, oY Temembe™ if they did, the details of ISLAND IN TIE SOUND.
They need the stage setting.
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